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HOUSE BILL NO. 1162 HD1 
RELATING TO PET BOARDING FACILITIES 

  
Chairperson Lee and Members of the Committee:  
 

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on House Bill 1162 HD1.  This 

bill amends the Hawaii Revised Statutes by adding a new chapter to title 11 

regarding pet boarding facilities. This new proposed chapter details physical and 

operational requirements for pet boarding facilities, imposes penalties for violations, 

and directs the Board of Agriculture and Department to adopt rules and enforce the 

new chapter. The Department of Agriculture opposes this bill.  

 
This measure involves pets and pet businesses rather than agriculture. 

Therefore, the Department believes this initiative is more appropriately managed by the 

county that has existing pet animal regulatory mechanisms.   

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.   
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HB-1162-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/17/2019 5:34:21 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/19/2019 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Cathy Goeggel Animal Rights Hawai'i Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1162-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/18/2019 9:38:35 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/19/2019 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Leinani Cambra 
Cozy Cat Lodge 
Kaneohe LLC 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I greatly appreciate you accepting testimonies via online.  My name is Leinani Cambra 
and I am the owner/operator of the above business.   

The Cozy Cat Lodge Entity started out in 2000 by my parents Janice and William 
Schmidt in the Olomana subdivision in Kailua.  My parents went through the necessary 
process of obtaining a zoning permit and it was a success.  I greatly thank those whom 
supported my parents vision to provide a very, much, needed service to the 
community.   

I started working with my parents as an individual contractor with Cozy Cat Lodge in 
Kailua in 2001.  Then in May of 2008, I launched the Cozy Cat Lodge Kaneohe location 
on the property where I reside with my family.  Both facilities have served the 
community and surrounding areas for almost 19 years!  We have hundreds of clients 
whom majority of them return to us on a regular basis.   

I am strongly opposing HB1162 due to the proposal of requiring every boarding facility 
to have a fire alarm system AND a sprinkler system.  Implementing these requirements 
would place small, home-based, business' such as myself, OUT of business.   

I don't have enough capital to implement those specific proposed requirements.  I DO 
strongly agree with the other proposed requirements on this Bill, because it's just 
common sense, period!  I will mention that I have various water sources right next to my 
cat boarding facility. 

There are major differences between a commercialized pet boarding facility and a 
home-based pet boarding facility.  I agree that BOTH types of entities should abide by 
specific requirements for the well being of the animals being cared for.   

Both my Mom and myself represent small, family owned, business' and we're humbly 
serving our community.  I ask that you NOT pass this Bill.  Even if you feel that this Bill 
is necessary, I understand but it should be revised to NOT require a fire alarm system 
and a sprinkler system in a home based business setting. 
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From: Vicky Doi <mocha13@me.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 8:25 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: HB1162

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ƻƴ IƻǳǎŜ .ƛƭƭ ммснΦ !ǎ ŀƴ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ŘƻƎ ŎŀǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΣ L 
ƪƴƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ŘƻƎǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎŀǊŜΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ƻǳǊ 
ŘƻƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ōŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
  
²Ŝ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ I. ммсн ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΥ 
 
ϊ      Lƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ŦƛǊŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ  ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇǊƛƴƪƭŜǊǎ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŜǎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
ǳƴǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎΦ !ǎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
!Řǳƭǘ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ /ŀǊŜ IƻƳŜǎΦ  
 
ϊ      ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ 
ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƳƛƴƛƳƛȊƛƴƎ ƛƴƧǳǊȅ ƻǊ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ōƻŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǇŜǘǎΦ Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǇŜƴŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴǘƭȅ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōǳǊŘŜƴǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǇŜǊƛǇƘŜǊȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ 
ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǳƴŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦ  
 
±ƛŎƪȅ 5ƻƛ 
[ŀǳƎƘƛƴƎ 5ƻƎǎ 5ŀȅŎŀǊŜ hǿƴŜǊ 
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From: Lynn Muramaru <pacificpetalliance@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 19, 2019 5:48 AM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Testimony for HB 1162 Pet Boarding. House Judiciary 2/19/2019

 

 
tŀŎƛŦƛŎ tŜǘ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
 
 
February 19, 2019  

In Opposition of HB 1162 HD 1 

Representative Chris Lee and Members of the House Committee on Judiciary: 

The Pacific Pet Alliance is a Hawaiᾶi non-profit organization that promotes responsible pet ownership 
through education and advocacy. We appreciate the opportunity to offer testimony on HB 1162.   

We do not claim expertise regarding the pet boarding industry; however, we recognize and respect 
the work of individual businesses that provide this much needed service to the animals who share our 
lives. 

I was in attendance for Agriculture committee hearing on this bill on 2/8.  There weren't any 
representatives from the pet boarding industry present and no written testimony submitted.  This bill, 
if passed, has the potential to impact animals and small businesses across the state.  The Agriculture 
committee set an effective date of July 2150 to encourage discussion of such an important 
matter.  The Pacific Pet Alliance agrees with our legislators that meaningful and balanced discussion 
is needed before such legislation is passed.   

We have reached out to 150 pet boarding businesses on every major island to inform them that this 
legislation was passing through the legislature.  They were completely unaware.   

The Pacific Pet Alliance opposes HB 1162 HD 1 for the following reasons: 

¶ The law would not be applied fairly to all parties who currently board animals. We learned that the Kauai 
Humane Society boards animals for profit. Humane societies and veterinarians are exempt and yet almost 
every vet clinic has a boarding business separate from animals who need to be there for monitoring. Rescue 
groups are also affected as some of them board animals. 
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¶ It was brought to our attention that rover.com exists? Rover.com is the AirB&B of the animal world. How 
would this be regulated when we don't where these businesses are and how many fit the definition of a pet 
boarding facility? 

¶ The fire safety regulations are costly, onerous, and exceed what is used in adult residential care homes and 
condos.  Facilities and buildings that house frail elderly, the disabled, and families with young children. 

¶ A branch of government to provide oversight is not identified.  There are also no provisions in the bill that 
address the cost of funding government oversight.  

¶ The cost of implementing these standards would put small businesses out of business and create a burden 
on the ones who afford these changes. It has the potential to increase boarding fees, putting boarding 
animals out of the reach of many families who might be forced to see other alternatives of trying to care for 
their animals.   

¶ This bill states that the rules would apply across the board no matter what species of animals 
are boarded.  The industry has pointed out that physical requirements dogs, cats, birds, fish, 
and small mammals are all different and how these animals are cared for differs between 
species. 

¶ The Pacific Pet Alliance also finds that HRS already addresses standards of care for all 
animals which boarding facilities in the state already adhere to. 

Thank you again for this opportunity to offer testimony. We respectfully request that this honorable 
committee not to pass HB 1162. 

  

Lynn Muramaru 
Board Member 
Pacific Pet Alliance 



HB-1162-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/17/2019 11:50:44 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/19/2019 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

RICKY BAKER Individual Oppose Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

Chair Lee 
Vice Chair San Buenaventura 
Committee Members 

Please accept my testimony in opposition of HB 1162 HD 1 

Each time we hear of a tragedy involving pets, whether it be a death due to neglect, or 
hoarding, or cruelty, we can be certain to see new measures being introduced to 
address it. 

I am an animal lover. I am saddened by the acts of those involved in animal cruelty, but 
it is not new laws that should be introduced when these events occur, but a focus on 
how better to enforce the laws that we already have. 

The Animal Welfare Act of 1966, with amendments, details the acceptable minimum 
standard for the treatment and care of animals, including cats and dogs. Burdening 
lawmakers, and taxpayers who have to take the time to submit testimony and appear at 
the Capitol to testify, is a waste of time and money.  The AWA is enforceable as is, and 
addresses the concerns contained in this bill. 

As written, HB 1132 HD 1 is too broad, contains ambiguous and subjective verbiage 
(good repair, comfortable, suitable, humane) and allows the "Department" too much 
over site and control of Hawaii small business owners. 

I would also ask why shelters and veterinarians would be exempt from the requirements 
imposed by this measure? If only to clarify these entities are not being "boarding 
facilities", then pet stores should also be added to this list. 

I oppose this measure in its current form, as we already have enforceable laws in place 
as stated above.  Should the committee recommend this measure be passed, I would 
ask that clarification be made that HB 1132 HD 1 does not apply to pet stores housing 
animals for sale, as this does not conform to the definition of a boarding facility. 

Respectfully, 



Ricky Baker 
The Pet Hale 
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HB-1162-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/18/2019 4:23:18 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/19/2019 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Suzanne Watanabe Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Pet boarding facilities should be inspected and regulated in order to prevent those who 
do this illegally from doing so.  AND, more importantly, 1) to protect the pets from any 
abuse or mishandling by those facility operators who view a boarding facility as nothing 
more than a money-making operation, and, 2) to protect innocent pet owners who use 
these facilities from being scammed by illegal operators. 

Thank you on behalf of the animals! 

 



HB-1162-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/18/2019 3:39:50 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/19/2019 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Laurie Pottish Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-1162-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/16/2019 7:28:02 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/19/2019 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Bruce Ramsey Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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To Representative Creagan and Members of the House Committee on 
Agriculture: I OPPOSE HB 1162  

1. I am in strong opposition to any agency just showing up for inspections without 
proper notification.  

2. The suggested criteria for fire alarm connectivity exceeds reasonable 
requirements required by other human/animal care businesses in the State of 
Hawaii. 

3.The suggested criteria for handling sick or injured animals needs revision. The 
Boarding Facility is not a Veterinary Hospital that is equipped to deal with these 
matters. 

4. There is nothing mentioned about Humane Societies and Veterinary Hospitals 
that board animals being subjected to this Bill.    

The suggested Bill is flawed and the author did not to my knowledge reach out to 
existing businesses for input. The Bill exceeds the rights of those already in 
business and is a clear example of unreasonable overreach.  

I strongly OPPOSE this bill.  
 

Please VOTE NO on HB 1162 thank you, Allen N. Daniels, JR  
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